
In early 1973, my good friend Alan Benson worked for the East Asia Book and Game 
Center as a salesman. When the store was closed for the day, with the owners permission, 
he ran a chess meeting place for stronger players; i.e. mostly Class A and above. He was 
planning to create a chess team league and invited me over for a meeting to discuss it. 
There were a lot of strong players in the audience. Before the meeting was officially 
started, he grinned and looked over to Expert/Master Dennis Waterman. He probably 
won’t like me saying this, but, he was hounded with chess questions from a TV actor for 
quite some time during the recent American Open. He would walk away and the actor 
would follow him everywhere he went. I looked over to Waterman and he was scowling.  

As you can see, from the 2nd picture below, the actor’s name is Peter Falk. He was 
researching chess for his TV series, Columbo. The 7th episode of the 2nd season was 
called, “The Most Dangerous Match.” IMDB writes, “A chess player murders his 
opponent before a big match. Lt. Columbo must out-maneuver this crafty, but craven, 
killer.” (Picture below; Chess Life, February 1973) 



 


